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1
OPTICAL PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARD WITH
TWO LIGHT WAVEGUIDE LAYERS
OPTICALLY COUPLED TO EACH OTHER

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an optical printed circuit
board (PCB).

2. Description of Related Art

An optical PCB is a PCB that can transmit information via
optical signals instead of electrical signals. The optical PCB
typically employs light waveguides to transmit optical sig-
nals. Optical signals are transmitted between two different
light waveguides by a prism coupler or a grating coupler.
However, an optical coupling efficiency of the prism coupler
mainly depends on an assembling precision, which is often
less than satisfactory. The grating coupler has a low optical
coupling efficiency, usually about 10%-30%, which also fails
to meet requirements of high-speed communication.

What is needed therefore is an optical PCB addressing the
limitations described.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The components of the drawings are not necessarily drawn
to scale, the emphasis instead being placed upon clearly illus-
trating the principles of the embodiments of the present dis-
closure. Moreover, in the drawings, like reference numerals
designate corresponding parts throughout several views.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an optical PCB, according to
a first exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an optical PCB, according to
a second exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of an optical PCB, according to
a third exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of an optical PCB, according to
a fourth exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of an optical PCB, according to
a fifth exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an optical PCB 100 according to a first
exemplary embodiment. The optical PCB 100 includes a
substrate layer 10, a first light waveguide layer 11, a second
light waveguide layers 12, and an interconnecting light
waveguide layer 13 between the first and second waveguide
layers 11, 12. The first light waveguide layer 11 and the
second light waveguide layer 12 are optically coupled with
each other by the interconnecting light waveguide layer 13.

The substrate layer 10 includes a first surface 101 and an
opposite second surface 102 and defines a receiving groove
1011 in the first surface 101 for receiving the interconnecting
light waveguide layer 13. The substrate layer 10 may include
printed circuits (not shown) formed on the first surface 101,
the second surface or in the substrate layer 10.

The first and second light waveguide layers 11, 12 are
positioned on the first surface 101. The first light waveguide
layer 11 includes a first tapered end 111, and the second light
waveguide layer 12 includes a second tapered end 121. The
first taper end 111 and the second taper end 111 are opposite
to each other. The first tapered end 111 is tapered along a
direction toward the second light waveguide layer 12. The
second tapered end 121 is tapered along a direction toward the
first waveguide layer 11. The first tapered end 111 includes a
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first inclined surface 1111, and the second tapered end
includes a second inclined surface 1211.

The interconnecting waveguide layer 13 is received in the
receiving groove 1011. The interconnecting waveguide layer
13 includes a third tapered end 131 and an opposite fourth
tapered end 132. The third tapered end 131 faces toward the
first waveguide layer 11 and is tapered along a direction
toward the first waveguide layer 11. The fourth tapered end
132 faces toward the second waveguide layer 12 and is
tapered along a direction toward the second waveguide layer
12. The third tapered end 131 includes a third inclined surface
1311 substantially parallel to the first inclined surface 1111,
and the fourth tapered end 132 includes a fourth inclined
surface 1321 substantially parallel to the second inclined
surface 1211.

The first tapered end 111 overlaps the third tapered 131,
and the second tapered end 121 overlaps the fourth tapered
end 132. In this embodiment, an orthogonal projection of the
first tapered end 111 on the first surface 101 substantially
coincides with an orthogonal projection of the third tapered
end 131 on the first surface 101, and an orthogonal projection
of the second tapered end 121 on the first surface 101 sub-
stantially coincides with an orthogonal projection of the
fourth tapered end 131 on the first surface 101.

In this embodiment, the first light waveguide layer 11, the
second light waveguide layer 12 and the interconnecting
waveguide layer 13 are selected from a type of planar light
waveguide, strip light waveguide and fiber light waveguide.

The optical PCB 10 further includes a reflecting layer 14
covering the first light waveguide layer 11, the second light
waveguide layer 12 and the interconnecting waveguide layer
13. The reflecting layer 14 is made from a material of high
reflectivity, such as silver, aluminum, or copper, for example.

Inthis embodiment, optical signals are transferred between
the first optical wave guider layer 11 and the second
waveguide layer 12 by the interconnecting light waveguide
layer 13. In detail, optical signals transmit through the first
light waveguide layer 11 to the first tapered end 111, then the
optical signal is reflected to the third taper end 131 by the first
inclined surface 1111. The optical signal is further reflected
by the third inclined surface 1311 and transmitted through the
interconnecting light waveguide layer 13 from the third
tapered end 131 to the fourth end 132. Then the optical signal
is reflected to the second tapered end 121 by the fourth
inclined surface 1411. The optical signal is reflected by the
second inclined surface 1211 and transmitted through the
second light waveguide layer 12. The reflecting layer 14 can
reduce the loss of the optical signals at the first inclined
surface 1111 and the second inclined surface 1211. Optical
signals can also be transmitted along a converse direction in
the optical PCB 100.

FIG. 2 shows an optical PCB 200 according to a second
exemplary embodiment. Similar to the first embodiment, the
optical PCB 200 includes a substrate layer 20, a first light
waveguide layer 21, a second light waveguide layer 22 and an
interconnecting light waveguide layer 23. The substrate layer
20 includes a first surface 201 and an opposite second surface
202. The substrate layer 20 defines a receiving groove 203 for
receiving the interconnecting light waveguide layer 23
therein. The first light waveguide layer 21 includes a first
tapered end 211, and the first tapered end 211 includes a first
inclined surface 2111. The second light waveguide layer 22
includes a second tapered end 221, including a second
inclined surface 2211. The interconnecting light waveguide
layer 23 includes a third tapered end 231 and an opposite
fourth tapered end 232, the third taper end 231 includes a third
inclined surface 2311, and the fourth tapered end 232
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includes a fourth inclined end 2321. Different from the first
embodiment, a thickness of the interconnecting light
waveguide layer 23 is substantial equal to that of the substrate
layer 20. In addition, the receiving groove 203 passes through
the first surface 21 and the second surface 22. The first light
waveguide layer 21 is positioned on the first surface 201, and
the second light waveguide layer 22 is positioned on the
second surface 202.

The optical PCB 200 further includes a first reflecting layer
24 covering the first light waveguide layer 21 and a second
reflecting layer 25 covering the second light waveguide layer
22. The first reflecting layer 24 and the second reflecting layer
25 are made of materials with high reflectivity.

FIG. 3 shows an optical PCB 300 according to a third
exemplary embodiment. Similar to the first embodiment, the
optical PCB 300 includes a substrate layer 30, a first light
waveguide layer 31, and a second light waveguide layer 32.
The substrate layer 30 includes a first surface 301 and an
opposite second surface 302. The first light waveguide layer
31 includes a first tapered end 311, and the first tapered end
311 includes a first inclined surface 3111. The second light
waveguide layer 32 includes a second tapered end 321, and
the second tapered end 321 includes a second inclined surface
3211. The first inclined surface 3111 is substantially parallel
to the second inclined surface 3211. Different from the first
embodiment, the substrate layer 30 defines a receiving groove
303 in the first surface 301 for receiving the second light
waveguide layer 32 therein. The first tapered end 311 overlaps
and touches the second tapered end 321. In this embodiment,
an orthogonal projection of the first tapered end 311 on the
first surface 301 substantially coincides with an orthogonal
projection of the second tapered end 321 on the first surface
301. Thus, an interconnecting light waveguide layer can be
omitted, in this embodiment.

The optical PCB 300 further includes a reflecting layer 34
covering the first and second light waveguide layers 31, 32.

FIG. 4 shows an optical PCB 400 according to a fourth
exemplary embodiment. Similar to the second embodiment,
the optical PCB 400 includes a substrate layer 40, a first light
waveguide layer 41, a second light waveguide layer 42, and an
interconnecting light waveguide layer 43. The substrate layer
40 includes a first surface 401 and an opposite second surface
402. The first light waveguide layer 41 includes a first tapered
end 411, including a first inclined surface 4111. The second
light waveguide layer 42 includes a second tapered end 421,
including a second inclined surface 4211. The interconnect-
ing light waveguide layer 43 includes a third tapered end 431
and an opposite fourth tapered end 432. The third taper end
431 includes a third inclined surface 4311, and the fourth
tapered end 432 includes a fourth inclined end 4321. Differ-
ent from the second embodiment, the substrate layer 40
defines a first receiving groove 4011 in the first surface 401, a
second receiving groove 4021 in the second surface 402 and
a third receiving groove 403 communication with the first
receiving groove 4011 and the second receiving groove 4021.
The first receiving groove 4011 includes a first tapered por-
tion 4011a corresponding to the first taper end 411, and the
second receiving groove 4021 includes a second tapered por-
tion 4021 a corresponding to the second tapered end 421. The
first light waveguide layer 41 is received in the first receiving
groove 4011, and the first tapered end 411 is engaged into the
first tapered portion 4011a. The second light waveguide layer
42 is received in the second receiving groove 4021, and the
second tapered end 421 is engaged into the second tapered
portion 4021a. The third receiving groove 403 is defined in a
side surface of the substrate layer 40 substantially perpen-
dicular to the first and second surface 401, 402, and the
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interconnecting light waveguide layer 43 is engaged into the
third receiving groove 403 from the side surface of the sub-
strate layer 40. In this embodiment, a first reflecting layer and
a second reflecting layer can be omitted, therefore, the optical
PCB 400 has a simple structure and low cost.

FIG. 5 shows an optical PCB 500 according to a fifth
exemplary embodiment. Similar to the fourth embodiment,
the optical PCB 500 includes a substrate layer 50, a first light
waveguide layer 51, and a second light waveguide layer 52.
The substrate layer 50 includes a first surface 501 and an
opposite second surface 502. The first light waveguide layer
51 includes a first tapered end 511, and the first tapered end
511 includes a first inclined surface 5111. The second light
waveguide layer 52 includes a second tapered end 521, and
the second tapered end 521 includes a second inclined surface
5211. The substrate layer 50 defines a first receiving groove
5011 with a first tapered portion 501 la in the first surface 501
and a second receiving groove 5021 with a second tapered
portion 5021¢ in the second surface 502. The first and second
receiving grooves 5011, 5021 are communicated with each
other. The first light waveguide layer 51 is received in the first
receiving groove 5011, and the first tapered end 511 is
engaged into the first tapered potion 5011a. The second light
waveguide layer 52 is received in the second receiving groove
5021, and the second tapered end 521 is engaged into the
second tapered portion 5021a. The first inclined surface 5111
is substantially parallel to the second inclined surface 5211.
Different from the fourth embodiment, the first tapered end
511 overlaps and touches the second tapered end 521. In this
embodiment, an orthogonal projection of the first tapered end
511 on the first surface 501 substantially coincides with that
of the second tapered end 521. Thus, an interconnecting
waveguide layer can be omitted, in this embodiment.

Itis believed that the present embodiments and their advan-
tages will be understood from the foregoing description, and
it will be apparent that various changes may be made thereto
without departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure
or sacrificing all of its material advantages, the examples
hereinbefore described merely being preferred or exemplary
embodiments of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical printed circuit board (PCB), comprising:

a substrate layer defining a receiving groove;

a first light waveguide layer on the substrate layer;

a second light waveguide layer on the substrate layer, the
second light waveguide layer being optically coupled
with the first light waveguide layer; and

an interconnecting light waveguide layer received in the
receiving groove of the substrate layer and positioned
between the first light waveguide layer and the second
light waveguide layer, the first light waveguide layer
optically coupled with the second light waveguide layer
via the interconnecting light waveguide layer;

wherein the first light waveguide layer comprises a first
tapered end facing toward the second light waveguide
layer, the second light waveguide layer comprises a sec-
ond tapered end facing toward the first light waveguide
layer, and the first light waveguide layer and the second
light waveguide layer are optically coupled with each
other via the first tapered end and the second tapered
end.

2. The optical PCB of claim 1, wherein the interconnecting
light waveguide layer comprises a third tapered end and a
fourth tapered end opposite to the third tapered end, the first
tapered end overlaps the third tapered end, the second tapered
end overlaps the fourth tapered end, a bottom surface of the
first tapered end contacts a surface of the interconnecting light
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waveguide layer, and a bottom surface of the second tapered
end contacts a surface of the interconnecting light waveguide
layer.

3. The optical PCB of claim 2, wherein the first tapered end
comprises a first inclined surface connecting the bottom sur-
face of the first tapered end, the second tapered end comprises
a second inclined surface connecting the bottom surface of
the second tapered end, the third tapered end comprises a
third inclined surface, the fourth tapered end comprises a
fourth inclined surface, the first inclined surface is optically
coupled with the third inclined surface, and the second
inclined surface is optically coupled with the fourth inclined
surface.

4. The optical PCB of claim 3, wherein the first inclined
surface is substantially parallel to the first inclined surface,
and the fourth inclined surface is substantially parallel to the
second inclined surface.

5. The optical PCB of claim 4, wherein the substrate layer
comprises a first surface and a second surface opposite to the
first surface, the receiving groove is defined in the first sur-
face, and the bottom surface of the first light waveguide layer
and the bottom surface of the second light waveguide layer
are positioned on the first surface.

6. The optical PCB of claim 5, wherein the optical PCB
further comprises a reflecting layer covering the first light
waveguide layer, the second light waveguide layer, and the
interconnecting waveguide layer.

7. The optical PCB of claim 5, wherein an orthogonal
projection of the third tapered end on the first surface sub-
stantially coincides with an orthogonal projection of the first
tapered end on the first surface, and an orthogonal projection
of the fourth tapered end on the first surface substantially
coincides with an orthogonal projection of the second tapered
end on the first surface.

8. The optical PCB of claim 4, wherein the substrate layer
comprises a first surface and a second surface opposite to the
first surface, the receiving groove of the substrate layer passes
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through the substrate layer, the bottom surface of the first light
waveguide layer is positioned on the first surface, and the
bottom surface of the second light waveguide layer is posi-
tioned on the second surface.

9. The optical PCB of claim 8, wherein the optical PCB
further comprises a first reflecting layer and a second reflect-
ing layer, the first reflecting layer covers the first light
waveguide layer and the first surface, and the second reflect-
ing layer covers the second light waveguide layer and the
second surface.

10. The optical PCB of claim 9, wherein the first reflecting
layer and the second reflecting layer are made of materials
with high reflectivity.

11. The optical PCB of claim 4, wherein a thickness of the
interconnecting light waveguide layer is substantial equal to
that of the substrate layer.

12. The optical PCB of claim 4, wherein the substrate layer
comprises a first surface and a second surface opposite to the
first surface, the substrate layer defines a first receiving
groove in the first surface, a second receiving groove in the
second surface and the receiving groove communication with
the first receiving groove and the second receiving groove, the
receiving groove is defined in a side surface of the substrate
layer substantially perpendicular to the first surface and the
second surface, the first light waveguide layer is received in
first receiving groove, the second light waveguide layer is
received in the second receiving groove, and the interconnect-
ing light waveguide layer is engaged into the receiving groove
from the side surface of the substrate layer.

13. The optical PCB of claim 12, wherein the first receiving
groove comprises a first tapered portion corresponding to the
first tapered end, the second receiving groove comprises a
second tapered portion corresponding to the second tapered
portion, the first tapered end is engaged into the first tapered
portion, and the second tapered end is engaged into the sec-
ond tapered portion.



